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WHERE: HADRIAN’S WALL FROM WALWICK 
TO ONCE BREWED
IN A NUTSHELL: AN AMAZING WALKALONG 
SOME OF THE BEST-PRESERVED SECTIONS 
OF BRITAIN’S GREATEST ROMAN RELIC
There can be few more formidable monuments to 
the vast and relentless march of the Roman Empire 
across Europe than the 80-mile-long Hadrian’s 
Wall. And nowhere is the Wall better preserved 
than on this 12-mile stretch west from 
Walwick to Once Brewed. The most famed 
and impressive of the remains is Britain’s 
most complete Roman fort at Housesteads, 
about halfway along. But so peppered is this 
stretch with the crumbling relics of this region’s rocky 
history – from the fort at Black Crags, to the Temple of 
Mithras, to the scant stones that mark the trail’s highest 
point at Green Slack (345m) – that one could become 
blasé. Until, that is, one stands on the exposed 
escarpment of the Whin Sill and surveys the bleak and 
misty landscapes to the north and south. Close your eyes 
and, carried on the whistling north winds, you can almost 
hear the cries of marauding Caledones intent on resisting 
the Roman occupation and the grunts of the 18,000 
Roman legionnaires manhandling into place the 
estimated 140,000 tons of stone it took to construct 
Hadrian’s Wall. A walk through time indeed.
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